DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

went for their honeymoon to Windsor, and there was
a State Concert at Buckingham Palace. Two days'
solitude was allowed them, and then, as on the
marriage of the Queen and Prince Albert, the Court
followed them. " Everybody/' the Queen recorded,
" was full of the universal enthusiasm, of which the
Duke of Buccleuch gave us most pleasing instances,
he having been in the thick of the crowd, and amongst
the lowest of the low." Next day they all returned
to London, and a fourth gala performance took place
at Her Majesty's Theatre consisting of The Rivals,
and a roaring farce The Spitalfields Weaver. The two
days preceding the departure of the bride and bride-
groom to Germany were dreadful ; the Queen was
constantly in tears, and even the sight of her baby
daughter, now eight months old, saddened her cc as
dear Vicky loved her so much and only yesterday
played with her." But the separation which Princess
Frederick felt most was the parting from her father.
" I think it will kill me," she said, " to take leave of
dear Papa.3'1 But the thought that he had entrusted
her with this international mission, and the fact that
she was truly in love with her partner, with whom
she would carry it out, consoled her, and she set
forth to take up the new life which promised so
brilliantly.

Princess Frederick was received very cordially in
Berlin ; she had youth and charm and intelligence,
and her new relations and the high circles were most
willing to give her a fair chance. At the same time

1 Martin, Life of Prince Consort, IV, 157-169.

43